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1. Issue:
Should the SACOG Chief Executive Officer (CEO) execute amendments to Memoranda of
Understanding (MOU) with local governments requesting an extension and scope change
to awarded Community Design Grants?

2. Recommendation:
That the Transportation Committee recommend that the Board of Directors authorize the
SACOG CEO to sign amendments to Design Grant MOUs with the Cities of Citrus Heights
and Marysville for 12-month extensions.

3. Background/Analysis:
In December 2015, the SACOG Board of Directors approved funding awards for Round 7
of the SACOG Community Design Program, which includes a category for projects of
$100,000 or less that is non-competitive. Jurisdictions in the counties of Sacramento,
Sutter, Yolo, and Yuba may apply for one non-competitive grant per funding round if they
do not submit an application in the competitive categories of the program providing larger
grant awards. The standard MOU for non-competitive grants gives the recipient three
years to complete the scope of work for the grant project, plus another three months to
submit an invoice. The deadline for the completion of work for Round 7 grants is
December 31, 2018. The MOUs allow for timeline extensions with the approval of the
SACOG board.

4. Discussion/Analysis:
Two of the jurisdictions receiving non-competitive grants, the Cities of Marysville and
Citrus Heights, are each requesting 12-month extensions to continue their economic
revitalization work with SACOG consultant Michele Reeves. In Citrus Heights, Ms. Reeves
has been working with private property owners on ways to transform their properties that
are successful and help implement the vision for the city’s main street, Auburn Boulevard.

In Marysville, the city is requesting a change in the scope of work from conducting a
downtown parking study to instead continuing economic revitalization work with Ms.
Reeves, who conducted a successful public workshop on Main Street revitalization and has
worked with individual property owners and businesses. Both cities have provided letters
with more background (Attachments A and B).
Oftentimes, local jurisdictions have Community Design Grant projects that are delayed for
various reasons. Scope changes and MOU amendments are relatively frequent among
awarded projects as new information becomes available and new approaches to
community development are developed. If approved, an MOU extension would allow the
City of Citrus Heights to continue to make progress on transforming its main commercial
corridor, Auburn Boulevard, into a thriving suburban corridor. For the City of Marysville,
the extension and change in scope of work would allow the city to continue its momentum
on working to revitalize its downtown.

5. Fiscal Impact/Grant Information:
There would be no fiscal impact as the grants for these two jurisdictions were already
approved and budgeted for fiscal year 2018-2019.

6. This staff report aligns with the following SACOG Work Plan Goals:
3. Assist Economic Development Strategies, 7. Deliver Key High-Profile Transportation
Projects
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September 14, 2018
Greg Chew
Senior Planner
Sacramento Area Council of Governments
1415 L Street, Suite 300
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject:

SACOG Grant Extension – City of Citrus Heights Activate
Auburn Campaign for Community Design Funding Program

Dear Mr. Chew:
On behalf of the City of Citrus Heights, I am formerly requesting a 12-month
extension of the Sacramento Area Council of Governments (SACOG) Community
Design Grant. The City was awarded this grant in December 2015 to implement the
Activate Auburn Campaign – a multi-prong approach to facilitating the
redevelopment and reuse of the City’s major corridors, mainly Auburn Boulevard.
The Community Design funding is focused on providing business and property
owners with technical assistance in the form of one-on-one consulting with experts in
retail, architectural, landscape and planning fields. The SACOG Board approved this
project for funding and the signed Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) had a
deadline of December 31, 2018 to expend the funds. The MOU also allows an
extension with SACOG Board approval.
The Activate Auburn Campaign has made significant strides. Three façade
transformations have been completed to date; four façade renovations are pending
and a total of 12 business/property owners have been provided technical design
services or retail practices assistance as part of this program, more than originally
anticipated. However, working individually with owners takes a significant amount
of time and we would kindly request an extension to continue working with our
current owners as well as the ones we have in the pipeline. As of today, city staff and
the program’s technical assistance providers are working with three new owners to
provide design assistance.
I want to thank the SACOG Board for supporting this unique approach to corridor
revitalization. The Activate Auburn Campaign has been able to advance Auburn
Boulevard’s transformation, encourage the growth of the new Auburn Boulevard
Business Association and continue to engage the Boulevard’s property and business
owners.
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Should you have any questions, you can contact me at (916) 727-4745 or
drodriguez@citrusheights.net.
Sincerely,

Devon Rodriguez
Economic Development Manager

