	INTRODUCTION
	 SETTING
	Environmental Setting
	Regulatory Setting
	State Regulations
	The California Land Conservation Act (Williamson Act)
	The California Land Conservation Act, better known as the Williamson Act, was enacted by the California State Legislature in 1965 to encourage the preservation of agricultural lands.  The Williamson Act program permits property tax adjustments for landowners who contract with a city or county to keep their land in agricultural production or approved open space uses for at least 10 years.  Lands covered by Williamson Act contracts are assessed on the basis of their agricultural value instead of their potential market value under non agricultural uses.  In return for the preferential tax rate, the landowner is required to contractually agree to not develop the land for a period of at least 10 years.
	Local Controls


	IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES
	Methods and Assumptions
	Criteria for Determining Significance
	Environmental Impacts of the Proposed Project
	Impact AG - 1: Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to non-agricultural use
	Mitigation Measure AG - 1: Develop Rural-Urban Connections Strategy and Create Best Practices Toolkit
	Mitigation Measure AG – 3: Identify Open Spaces Areas to be Preserved through Dedication or Fee Payment
	Impact AG - 2: Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act contract
	Impact AG - 3: Involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-agricultural use.



